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A Dog Friendly Zone for The Town of Chevy Chase
We are seeking the help of the Town to create a zone where dogs and humans can exercise and
socialize in a clean, safe environment without annoying people, property and wildlife. We are asking
the Town Council to study the feasibility of a dog zone within TOCC.
We are submitting a petition (attached) to the Council and would like the opportunity to present our
proposal at the next Town Council meeting.
The petition for a dog area has received support from more than 300 Town residents. As of April
14, 2017, signatures amount to 100+ on paper and 199 digitally.

Local Support
We believe that a dog exercise area would be supported by a majority of Town residents. Most dog
owners want the option of socializing with other dogs and owners, and many non-dog owners
support the idea as well.

Not Just Humans Live Here
The Town of Chevy Chase is home not only to humans, but also to a large number of pets. Based on
averages from the American Veterinary Medical Foundation (AVMA), an estimated 600 dogs live
here, with families that care deeply about their well being.
Many dogs need exercise above and beyond what can be provided on-leash, and many Town dog
owners do not have a yard appropriate to let a dog run. Off-leash exercise and socializing with other
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dogs has many benefits, and improves canine and human interactions. Well-socialized dogs (and
humans) are better behaved, friendlier and healthier.
Off-leash facilities for dogs becoming a standard feature of many local jurisdictions: The Village of
Chevy Chase recently began construction of a Dog Exercise Area within its half-acre park.

Current Ad Hoc Solutions
At the moment the Tennis courts and the partially fenced Chevy Chase schoolyard are currently the
only public fenced areas in the Town.
Understandable complaints on the neighborhood listserv from tennis players, over the Leland Park
tennis court use by dog owners, prompted this group to get together.
Mrs. Jodi Smith, the Principal of Chevy Chase Elementary School is very keen to minimize dogs
exercising in her schoolyard, which she sees as a health risk.

A Solution?
We are not seeking a dog park per se, such as those located in Montgomery County established and
operated by the M-NCPPC.
Our suggestion would be restricted off-leash hours in a multi-use park, which at other times can be
used by the whole community.
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This is the solution that has been to great effect in Chevy Chase Section 3’s delightfully charming little
park, which is green year round and used for town activities. The park’s 10,000 SF is entirely fenced
with a 48-inch high wooden picket fence and two entrance gates. Dogs are allowed off leash
between certain hours only (see below). These rules have been operational for more than ten years
without complaint, although the park is very close to residential buildings.
They have not found non-residents using the park to be a problem.
The area must be fenced in, but this can be done tastefully (as it has been done in Section 3).
We suggest we follow Section 3’s example and the area is re-sodded twice a year: grass is more
appropriate than wood chips for a multi-use park.
Town Manager Andy Leon Harney loves this arrangement: “So many people who never knew one
another became really good friends as a result of the interchange at the park.”

Where?
Of all the green space owned by the Town, within the north end of Zimmerman Park is probably the
only suitable and available area that could be partially fenced in for this purpose. We would envision
the north end of the park fenced in for the safety of both dogs and children.

From our observations, Zimmerman Park is currently underused: too near the road to be useful for
parents and children right now.
Parking restrictions on the adjoining streets make it unlikely that the park would attract visitors
from areas far from the Town.
A Dogi-Pot is already present with biodegradable bags.
A water source is nearby, but not required.
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We are aware of the previous proposals for Zimmerman Park, however no formal engineering
study has been done on the north end of the park to see if it is feasible.
In July of 2017, the Montgomery County Council enacted a change to the County Code to allow
a dog to be off leash in an area that a municipality has identified as a dog exercise area. The
change was automatically adopted into the Town of Chevy Chase Municipal Code.
If Zimmerman Park is not possible, Elm Street may also be a possibility, but the town does not
own it and we are aware of the complexities of the large-scale development proposals for
Wisconsin Avenue.

Residents Bordering Zimmerman Park
We have canvassed residents bordering the north end of Zimmerman Park. None of them expressed
opposition, and several are very much in favor, although obviously they would like more details:
The following properties have been contacted.
•

7707 Maple Avenue

•

4105 Blackthorn Street

•

4116 Blackthorn Street

•

4123 Aspen Street

•

4202 East West Highway

•

4204 East West Highway (we were unable to meet with the owner)

Legally
Owners would be legally and financially responsible for any damage or injury inflicted by their dogs,
and this should be clearly posted at the dog zone.
Montgomery County law requires dogs over four months old to be licensed with the County and to
be current with vaccinations against the rabies virus.

Cost?
There would of course be start up costs associated with fencing: approximately $7,000 for 400 linear
feet of 4’ high pressure treated spaced picket fencing with two spring-mounted gates on opposite
ends.
We envision something similar to Section 3 where the ground is re-sod twice a year: an annual cost of
approximately $24,000.
We have also explored the idea of a voluntary contribution by dog owners: an idea that some towns
are using for enhancing taxable income. A tentative single questionnaire on Townneighbors listserv
to gauge interest resulted in 60 dog owners immediately offering to contribute $50 a year.
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Details of management of Section 3’s Gazebo Park
•

•

•
•
•
•

Dogs are allowed off-leash visits inside the park from 7am to 9.30 am and then from 4pm to
6.30pm only. Children play in the park and families picnic in the park an area of 10,000 SF of
which is entirely fenced.
Restricted hour visits are designed to keep the park looking beautiful and limit distractions
for neighbors. (Loud noise associated with dog parks is a common misconception because
when dogs are socializing they are happy and mostly quiet).
A sign makes clear that there is a limit of two dogs per owner allowed in the park (which
helps avoid professional dog walkers).
Owners are legally and financially responsible for any damage or injury inflicted by their dogs.
And to protect the lawn, “Treat this park as if it were your own back yard…. If it has rained,
please walk your dog elsewhere instead of tearing up the grass.”
There are no restrictions on entry: consensus from neighboring localities is that enforcement
is expensive and unnecessary: Cities of Rockville and Gaithersburg have recently lifted their
resident-only requirement for dog park Access.
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